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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 /064W 

078809 

R 101348Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 873 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
/AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 1886 
USMISSION USUN 
USIA WASHDC 
DIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 8440 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE, XF 

SUBJECT: DECEMBER 10 SYRIAN MEDIA REVIEW 

1 . MEDIA FOCUSED ON APPOINTMENT OF AL-HUSS CABINET IN 
LEBANON AND UNGA VOTE REQUESTING GENEVA MEPC BE RECONVENED. 
CONCERNING LEBANON, PRESS HEADLINED: "ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
FORMATION OF NEW LEBANESE CABINET COMPRISING EIGHT MEMBERS, 
INCLUDING HEAD OF GOVERNMENT. MAIN TASK OF CABINET IS 
RECONSTRUCTION OF NEW LEBANON. SARKIS DISCUSSED WITH 
AL-HAJJ WEAPONS COLLECTION PLAN." PRESS ARTICLE ADDED 

THAT LEBANESE PARLIAMENT MET FOR FIRST TIME IN FOUR WEEKS 

2. AL SECGEN RIYAD IN SPECIAL INTERVIEW WITH SANA'S CAIRO 
CORRESPONDENT STRESSED CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE OF SYRIA 

IN LEBANON. 

3. AL-BAATH COLUMNIST OPINED THAT CLIMATE OF SECURITY 
AND STABILITY PREVAILING IN LEBANON UNDER ADF AUSPICES 
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WILL ENABLE NEW GOVERNMENT TO MOVE QUICKLY TO ACHIEVE 
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TANGIBLE STEPS. HE PRAISED COMPETENCE OF MINISTERS IN 
THEIR FIELDS AND NOTED SARKIS' DETERMINATION TO PERSIST 
IN EFFORTS TO RECONSTRUCT LEBANON. 

4. CONCERNING ARAB-ISRAEL DEVELOPMENTS, PRESS 
BANNERED: " IMPORTANT VICTORY FOR ARAB SOLIDARITY AT UN. 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY CALLS FOR CONVENING OF GENEVA CONFERENCE, 
CONDEMNS ISRAEL AND ENDORSES ARAB GOALS OF CURRENT STAGE." 

5. DAMASCUS RADIO REPORTED PRES. ASAD, WHEN HE LEARNED 
OF PRES. SADAT'S COLD, PHONED TO RESCHEDULE CAIRO MEETING 
NOW PLANNED FOR DECEMBER 18. 

6. PRESS CITED ARAFAT INTERVIEW IN TIME MAGAZINE CALLING 
FOR PARTICIPATION OF PALESTINIANS AT GENEVA MEPC, EXPRESSING 
REGRET AT US STAND ON OPENING OF PLO OFFICE IN WASHINGTON 
AND VOICING HOPE PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER WILL EXHIBIT MORE 
UNDERSTANDING TOWARD PALESTINIAN CAUSE. 

7. AL-THAWRAH COLUMNIST REITERATED THAT "SYRIA IS VERY 
SERIOUS IN ITS QUEST FOR PEACE. NEVERTHELESS, IT IS HIGH 
TIME TO TAKE ACTIVE AND DECISIVE MEASURES” TO ENSURE TOTAL 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AND SECURE PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. 

MURPHY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, CABINET, PEACE TALKS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DAMASC08440 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760457-0520 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 255/aaaabvlx. tel 

Line Count: 85 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: wolfsd 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07 JUN 2004 by hattaycs>; APPROVED <02 AUG 2004 by wolfsd> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DECEMBER 10 SYRIAN MEDIA REVIEW 
TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, SY, LE, XF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



